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ADVERTISEMEN T. 


CF Ord: the End of my Preface to the Sermon preached 
© before the Univerſity of Oxford, on Whitſunday laſt, I 
publickly told Mr. Weſley, „that in Caſe he were not con- 
c vinced by the Extra#ts there printed, that the People, who 
C paſs under the Denommation of Methodiſts openly main- 
« tained ſuch Opinions, as I had charged upon them, &c. 
ce he ſhould have the 3 a particular Anſwer, &c.“ 
imagining when I uſed the Word Civility, that I ſhould have 
no Occaſion to depart from my Purpoſe, by Reaſon of any Diſ- 
ingenuity on the Part of Mr. Weſley, more than what had 
appeared in his firft Leiter: But having ſince received a Se- 
cond, wherein there is likewiſe ſuch a ſlirange Mixture of 
Sanctity and Prevarication, ſuch praying, ſneering, canting, 
and recanting, expunging, forging, I cannot think myſelf 
firiftly bound to adhere in every particular to my firſt Intention. 

Nor is it fair to expect from a Man concerned with fuch an 
Adverſary, that he ſhould keep the ſame unalterable ſteady 
Dountenance though be maintain the ſame Argument; the 
Reader therefore muſt impute the Variety of Humour in my 
Remarks, to the various Shifts and Eva ons of the Proteus, 
with whom J engage, it being neceſſary to purſue him in all his 
Forms, till I ſhew him in that, which may probably be his laſt. 
* | 


THE 
DEDICATI O N 


Ty the Reverend Joan Mp M. A. late FEeL- 
Low of Lincoln College in Oxford; FounDEtR of 
the Methodiſts, at the Foundery, on Wind-Mill- 

Hill, near St. Luke's Hoſpital in London, &c. 


Se. 


em Six, | 
\ S you are a Scholar, you muſt kriow, that it is no 


uncommon Practice in the {earned World, for Per- 

ſons, who have a particular Eſteem for an Author, 

to be deſirous of putting out the moſt elaborate and elegant 

Editions of his Works, and dedicating them likewiſe to 
uch as are ſuppoſed to be his greateſt Admirers. 

For this Reaſon, as I imagine, that there is no Body 
fonder of you than yourſelf, I dedicate this new Edition of 
pou laſt little Pieces to you : The Gems are ſmall indeed, 

ut I hope, they will receive ſome Luſtre from the Pains, 
which I have beſtowed upon them. | 

I confeſs however, that next to obliging you, I was wil- 
ling likewife to ſeize ſo fair an Opportunity of ſerving my- 
ſelf. For we Sinners, being humble Imitators of you 


Saints, feel ſomething of the like Paſſions, and are actuated 
by a Love of Fame as well as you; 


Sic fulgente' trahit conſtrictos Gloria Curru 
Von minus ignotos generoſis Hor, 


And therefore being not quite fo capable of attaining it, by 
compaſſing Sea and Land, and performing Signs, and Mon- 
ders, as you have lone. I was willing to lay bold of your 
Cloak, or flick in your Skirts a little, that in your Aſcent 
to the atrial Temple of Renown, I alſo might be ſhewn 
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iv The DEDICATION. 
to this Generation, by being ſo remarkably honoured with 


your good Company. 
And now, Sir, having frankly told you the Motives, 


which urged me to this Dedication; that it was to pleaſe 


you, and acquire ſome Degree of Reputation to myſelf by 
ſuch extraordinary Connections: It only remains, that I 
make ſome Apology for my new Manner of Addrefling 


you, and tell you, as I have hinted to the Publick, that 


you have been the Occaſion of all this, by firſt ſhewing an 
Example of ſurprizing Levity yourſelf. For you muſt cer- 
tainly be in Jeſt; and jeſting too with the moſt ſacred 


Things, when you ſet out with ſuch a ſolemn Account of 


your Fear of God, your Truth and Love, that you dur/t 
& not retiun Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing,” and 
et alittle after talk in ſuch a different Strain ; nay, rave 
and rant, and domineer, and ſcold : There is no Bod 
doubts, but that you were in Earneſt here, and therefore 
the former Part, however ſolemn, muſt be all a Jeſt. 
To be ſure this Character of yours is ſuch, as requires 


ſome Skill to fix ; But notwithſtanding, I think that I have 


hit upo 
Mimus 
well acquainted with the 


A, What do they call the Name? Mikes, vroxgirng, 
REEK ; Caſtalio, 


1 ſenated Part to get a Penny by it. For Perſona is 
and Perſona tragica is ſtill a Maſt, though per- 
CE with a grievous Cauntenance. 

For my Part, I chooſe to appear without the Maſe ; and 
ſo, Sir, as I am of a ſociable Diſpoſition, and can laugh 
with thoſe, who are diſpoſed to laugh; though I may not 


carry my Jokes ſo far as you, upon ſome Subjects, yet 


where the Matter will bear it, we will lay afide this Seve- 
rity a little, this VWormiuood and the Gall, which you com- 
plain of, and uſe occaſionally a little Merriment: Which 
Method perhaps may diſcover to the World, on which Side 
the Truth ſhall lie, as effectually as a ſerious Argument. 
I am therefore for the Sake of Truth in this, or any other 
Manner, . | 
Reverend Sie, 
. Southwark,  Yuur very humble 1 


Nov. 4, 1758. 
F . JOHN FREE, 


ypocrita? You, muſt know—for you are very 
G think, ren- 
; = it by Hiſtrio, that is a Comedian or Player, one that h 


| Letter to the Rev. Dr. FREE. 
By JOHN WESLEY, M. A. 
Divided into Chapter and Verſe by the EpiToR. 


25 — — - * — ko of 2 
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+ 0:06 APE Þ: 


_ ConTents. Ar. Weſley quotes a Paſſage from Dr. 
| Free's Pamphlet to the Salters ; acquieſces in the Doctor's 
Opinion, as far as he under, ande it : But afterwards 
reads wrong, or wilfully mijlakes in his reading; Reaſons 
from this Miftake ; and ſo Blunder begets Blunder and his 
Brethren, to the End of the firſt Chapter. 


29205 155 TuLLAMORE, Mey 2 1758, 
REVEREND SIR, 


I. LitrTLE Tract appearing under your Name was | 


N put into my Hands. 


Dr. Free's Notes upon My. Weſley's Letter, 
aaddreſſed to Mr. Weſley. 


r 


Reverend Sir, 
Y ouR Letter bears date May 2, 17 


from a Place called Tullamore, as I am 


informed, in Ireland a little unlucky! For 


whether it be owing to the cim or not, 
you make, what they call a BULL at firſt ſet- 
ting out': And to afford you ſome Diverſion, 

you 


— 


* - 
5 d . 8 2 = — rg” . : bm 3 £ — 2 wad 
. oy — A K 5 »— — . SS * 4 5 — 2 P 80 12 — — 0 w l . S — L 
oe; * 9 * 2 - TI 8 i + CI DG 2 EEE Ca NE . — — 5 = — » 7 : : l — 
0 7 - | , - Ge! 6 * N — 2 2 2 wn iS — wb uy: — — 
: | PSY 2 . - 0644 1 A 4 > 
a a "x ”" = 2 | 
* 8 „454441 „ or Snag 4a. ot — f r n 5 - a 5 4 25 _ N — — 2 15 my D = 2 — es — 2 
— — - RE — _ _ —_— * r 8 8 e 2 „ "aw r - EA no 2 A — . . 8 FJ — > T \ 
F s At — — # 2 is . 2 2 —— 5 =_ . 


| o 
6 Dr. Free's NorzEs. 


you will ſee him baited by and by, in the Note 
upon the third Verſe of this Chapter. 
Dr. Free's Note upon Chap. 1. Verſe 1. 


Obſecro, Populares The World is hereby 
deſired to take Notice, that by his own Con- 


feſſion, the Reverend Mr. Weſley generated 


this memorable Pſeud-apoſtolick Epiſile in the 
Compaſs of one Day, in the Year of our Lord 


1758. id Populus curat Scilicet. And he makes 
this Declaration--that his Followers may learn 


to admire his Inſpiration or Ingenuity, and en- 
tertain at the fame Time, a proper Contempt 
of the Meanneſs or Slowneſs of his Adverſary. 
Though Tu/ly ſomewhere ſays Opinionum Com- 
menta delet Dies. In this Senſe, I believe Mr. 
Weſley's Epiſtle may be the Being of one Day; 
and conſidering the Fate of ſome ingenious 
Writers, I draw ſome Comfort too from ano- 
ther Paſſage of the ſame Author, to this Ef- 
fect, ARISTOTELES ait omnes ingeniofos eſſe me- 
ancboli cos igenter igitur me fateor tardiorem. 


Mr. Weſley's Letter. 


2. You therein call upon me, To ſpeak, if I haye 
« any Exceptions to make to what is advanced,“ 

3- And promiſe to „ reply as fairly and candidly as I 
«© Tan expect, provided thoſe Exceptions be drawn up, as 
« you have ſet the Example, in a ſhort Compaſs, [and in] 
4 the Manner wherein all wiſe and good People would 
& chuſe to manage a Religious Diſpute.” 

4. In a ſhort Compaſs,” Sir, they will certainly be 
drawn up, for my own Sake, as well as yours. 


5. For I know the Value of Time, and would gladly . 


employ it all in what more immediately * to Eternity. 
a . 


Dr, - 


8 


Dr. Free's Norxs. — 9 


Dr. Free's Note. 


Theſe Verſes contain a very imperfect, as 
well as unfair Repreſentation of the Words of 
Dr. Free ; as will appear to any one, who has 
read his Poſtſcript to the Articles propoſed to 
the Company of Salters; for the Paſlage is 
really this : I. 


I P. S. To the Publick. 
« As the Author foreſees, that the Self-ſuf- 
* fictency and Ignorance of many of the low 
<« People among the Methodiſts may prompt 
te them to ſhew their Skill in Divinity, and 
* change a Word with him upon this Occaſion : 
To ſave theſe Gentlemen a needleſs. Trou- 
<« ble, he thinks proper to DECLARE ; that if - 
a0 <« either of the Mr, Weſteys, who till paſs un- 
e der that Denomination, have any Exceptions 
e to make to what is here advanced, provided 
te thoſe Exceptions be drawn up, as he has ſet 
the Example, in as ſhort a Compaſs as the 
Nature of Controverſy will admit, the Man- 
<© ner, in which, all wiſe and good People, 


cc 


| 
on 
' 
1 
* 
1 
1 
pA 
fl 
} 1 
. 
WD > 
1 
i 14 
T:. 
1 C 
. i 
. * 
5 
| 
. 
15 
Fi 
L 
7. 
7 


* 
1 * LIE E 
ETC "+ 4 


: © would chooſe to manage a Religious Diſ- 
18 pee, e. e 


Now, Sir, how comes it to paſs, that you 
repreſent what was addreſſed ſointiy to you and i 
your Brother, as ſolely directed to yourſelf? This | 

is by no Means a fair Quotation, and your falſe = 
Dealing is much aggravated by the 1nterpola- 
tion of the Words [and in] which affords 
you an Handle for ſome idle Declamation— - 
MM” OR T7 whereas 
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ä — Free's Norte. 


whereas the Original has not any ſuch Words 
as—[and in] the Manner but runs thus, — 


* in as ſhort a Compaſs as the Nature of Con- 


% troverſy will admit, the Manner, c. 
This material Change muſt proceed either 
from Inattention, Ignorance, or bad Deſign. 

If it proceeded. from Inattention; it muſt 
ſhew great Contempt of the Publick not to 
read a Thing over before you committed it to 
Print: If it proceeded from Ignorance; as you 
affect the Patriarch or Apoſtle, you may be 
aſhamed not to have your Vits as much about 
you, as when you was a School-boy. For to be 
ſure you then knew the Meaning of Appoſition. 
and underſtood your Grammar ; you ſhould 
not have forgot it here, oportebat Jurfſe Memo- 
rem. Laſtly, if it was through bad Dęſgn, 
that you made this Alteration, why then you 
cannot be really an Hong Man. And to ſay 
nothing of what the World may think of you, 
it is my Opinion, that if you want Honeſty, 
Jeſus Chriſt will never own you for his Diſ- 


ciple, let your Pretences to Religion be what 
| * will. | | 


Mr. We fley' s Letter, 


6. But I do not promiſe to draw them up in that Man- 


a whereof you have ſet the Example, 


I cannot; I dare not; For I fear Gov, and do re- 


alle dere there is a Judgment to come. Therefore I dare 


not return Evil for Evil ; neither Railing. for Railing. 


8. Nor can I allow, that your Manner of treating this 
Subject, is that wherein all wiſe and good People, would 
+ chuſe to manage a __ wed Far, very far 
from it. 

9. I ſhall rejoice, if a little more Fairneſs and Cander, 
ſhould N in oy future Writings, 
10. But 


* 


Mr. Weſley's LETTER; | 9 


10. But I cannot expect it; for the nigræ ſuccus loligi- 
nis, Wormwood and Gall ſeem to have infected your very 


Dr. Free's Note. 


Vitals. 


The Tract of mine, which Mr. Weſley fo 
belabours in theſe Verſes, is that entitled Cer- 


tain Articles propoſed to the ſerious Confidera- 
tion of the Company of Salters in London, &c. 


Of which the Reader may ſee a Vindication in 


the Preface to my Sermon before the Univer- 
ſity of Oxford: And therefore I hope he will 
excuſe me here, if I take no farther Notice of 
this notable Fe 


Mr. Welley's Letter. 


CHAP. II. 


ConTEenTs. Mr. Weſley tells a Story about his convinc 
ing Biſhop Gibſon—confeſſes his Weakneſs ; prays to the 
God of Truth and Love to aſſiſt him— Promiſes a Thing 


which he is not able to perform, tells a Fib about anfwer- 


ing an Oljection, —laſes his Under landing and talks with- 
out Coherence or Connexion, denies a notorious Fat ſupport- 
el by the moſt evident Proof, and ends with a falſe 4ſſertion. 


HE Quotation from Biſhop G:b/2n, which takes 
up Five out of Nincteen Pages, 1 have particu- 
larly anſwered already “. 

2. And in a Manner wherewith J have good Reaſon to 
believe, his Lordſhip was entirely ſatisfied. With his 
Lordſhip therefore 1 have no preſent Concern: My Buſi- 
neſs now is with you only. 

3. And ſeeing you are <« now ready,” (as you expreſs 


it) © to run 4 Tilt,” I muſt make what Defence I can. 


4. Only you muſt excuſe me from Meeting you on the 


ſame Ground, or fighting you with the ſame Weapons. 


In a Letter to the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of London. 
8 | B 8 


Dr: 
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10 Dr. Free's Norks. 


GK. 
Dr. Free's Notes. 


Riend Yeſley, from a Man deſirous, as thou 
wouldſt ſeem to be (but a little beſore) of 
employing all thy Time, in what relates to E- 
ternity, is not this an idle and invidious Reflec- 
tion? What Matter is it, as to the Argument, 
how many Pages of my Pamphlet are taken 
up by the Quotation from Biſhop Gibſon? If 
what "Biſhop Gibſon ſays be true, the © God 
« Truth and Love, whom thou invokeſt but 
a little after would never have directed Thee, 
to have reflected upon me for miniſtring to 


the Truth by introducing the Biſbop's Teſti- 


mony. I thought it better than my own ; and 


is it conſiſtent, in the very Minute, that thou 


 makeſt ſuch Profeſſion of Candor and Cbriſtian 


Charity, to be thus ſarcaſtical upon my Humi- 
lity ? The Phariſee in the Goſpel, thanked 
God that he was not a Sinner, and if this be 
your Practice, I thank God, that I am not 

ſuch a Saint. For there is much of human 
Frailty in this Conduct, which 1s quite incon- 


ſiſtent with thy Chriſtian Perfe&ion. I have 
now done with my Plainneſs, Sir, and hall 


henceforth keep my Diſtance. 

As to your Anſwer then, to the late Bisnoe 
of London, for which you refer us to your 
Letter—you ſhould have told us the Page: 


For I cannot find it—No!— No no ſuch 
Anſwer, I aſſure you---I can find no ſuch 


Anſwer, 


| And 


/ 


Dr. Free's NoTes, 11 


And therefore I am the more aſtoniſhed 
how you could tell us that the Biſhop was ſo 


entirely ſatisfied with it. For my Part I want 


Satisfaction upon the Subject, and am ſorry to 
hear you cannot meet me on the ſame Ground, 
or fight with the ſame Weapons, that I do. 


For had this been the Caſe, I ſhould have 


given, or received Satisfaction, before this 
Time. My Ground is ſure Ground, Sir, and 
my Weapons ſuch as will ſeldom fail me. 
Whereas you make uſe of ſome little Inſtru- 
ments beſide the Truth, which will always 
break in your Hands, and leave you at the 
Mercy of your Adverſary. OY | 


53% 5 Weſley's Letter. » 
5. My Weapons are only Truth and Love. May the 


| Gop of Truth and Love ſtrengthen my Weakneſs ! 


Dr. Free's Note. | 

I ſhould like this Declaration much better, 
if I could think, that ſuch a Principle ſteadily 
influenced your Practice: But as you have 
miſrepreſented me ſo groſsly in your Quota- 
tions, and ſo deſignedly; and now trifle thus 
with your ſolemn Proteſtations, I have Reaſon, 
(though I may be ſorry to ſay it) even in this 


Particular, to doubt of your Integrity, not- 


withſtanding ' your ſerious Mention, of what 


ought to affect every thinking Man, our Re- 
lation to Eternit. 


B 2 Mr. 
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12 Mr. Weſley's LETTER, 
Mr. Weley's Letter. 


6 I wave what relates to Mr. V—s perſonal Charac- 
ter, which is too well known to need my Defence of it: 


As likewiſe the Occurrence (real or imaginary [ cannot 
tell) which gave Birth to your Performance. 


Dr. Free's Note. 


I take an Opportunity from this Paſſage, to 
inform the Publick, that the Reaſon, why I 
gave myſelf the Trouble of printing Mr. Vs 
Letter in this Manner, was not barely for the 
Sake of examining it myſelt, and, as I ſaw Oc- 
caſion, to anſwer it: But alſo to ſet this Gentle- 
man and his Adherents an Example of fazr 
Dealing in Controverſy ; to which they ſeem 
to be entire Strangers. For what Reader, but 
would imagine from theſe Words of Mr, Weſ- 
ley's, that his Friend Mr. — had ſuffered 


in his perſonal Character by my Writings ? 


The Tract to the Sal/ters is —_ read over. 
Let any one judge from the Reading, whe- 
ther I have concerned myſelf with this Mr. 
V— any otherwiſe than in his Characler of a 
Methodiſi, a Character, which on Account of 


| his Connexion with the Methodiſis, and his 


- preaching their Doctrines, had even in the 


Eſteem of his own Hearers, been juſtly fixed 
upon him. Of the Influence of this publick 
Character upon the perſonal, Mr. Weſley ſhall 
hear a little more hereafter ; ſince, in his ſe- 
cond Letter, he has revived the ſame Objection; 
but this by the Way. I am only led to take 
Notice hee of his Manner of QUuoTAT10N, 
of 


Dr. Free s NorEs. 13 
of which I would deſire the unprejudiced 


Reader to be alſo obſervant, that he may be 
the better able to do me Juſtice. 


Mr. Weſley s Letter. 


7. All that I concern myſelf with is your Five vehement 
Aſlertions, with Regard to the People call'd Method iſis. 
Theſe I fhall conſider in their Order, and prove to be to- 
tally falſe and groundleſs. 

8. The firſt is this, + < Their whole Miniſtry is an 
c open and avow'd Oppoſition to one of the fundamental 
ce Articles of our Religion.” How ſo? Why < the 20th 
* Article declares, We may not ſo expound one Scripture, 
<< that it be repugnant to another, f And yet it is noto- 
<< rious, that the Methadifts do ever explain the Word 


„ Faith as it ſtands in ſome of St. Paul's Writings, fo as | 


©« to make his Doctrines a direct and Tos Contradiction to 
6s that of St. 9988 2 | | 


Dr. Free's Note. 


So then, Sir, you chuſe to enter the Liſts, 
not upon your own Account, or for particular 
Opinions of your own, but as a Champzon for the 
Cauſe of the People called Methodiſis? In the 
Words of my Poſtſcript above cited, I ſpoke 
with Heſitation, as if I did not know: but that 
you had been diſpoſed to have quitted that 
Profeſſion, this afforded you an Opportunity 
of diſavowing it, if you would; but as you 
take to it ſo very formally, by declaring: your- 
ſelf their Advocate, what a Weather cock 
muſt the World think you, when in your fe- 
cond Epiſtle you renounce the very Name, and 
declare, that you are no ſuch Perſon. But of 
this hereafter.— 
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To be, or not to be? ay ! there's the Queſtion, 
Which WEsSLEY's Meditations can't reſolve. 
Conviction tells him he has gone aſtray: _ 
But yet the PENCE the fetid PENCE of BRass 
Which at the Found'ry, weekly load his Palm, 
Incline him ſtill to acT the METHopIsT ;— 
AcrT, yet DIsowN,—/!range inconfiflient Part / 
Which Characters the double-minded Man, 
UNSTABLE Hill, yet variouſly the ſame. 


Mr. Weſley's Letter. 


9. This ſtale Objection has been anſwered an hundred 
Times, ſo that I really thought we ſhould have heard no 
more of it. | 

10. But ſince it is required, J repeat the Anſwer once 
more. By Faith we mean, The Evidence of Things not 


ſeen: - By juſtifying Faith, a Divine Evidence or Convic- 


tion, that Chriſt loved me and gave Himſelf for me. St. 
Paul affirms, that a Man is juſtified by this Faith; which 
St. Jumes never denies ; but only aſſerts that a Man can- 
not be juſtified by a dead Faith. And this St. Paul never 


affirms. | 


Dr, Free's Note. 


Mr. Weſley is here affronted at what he calls 
a /iale Objection. No wonder, for when 
Things grow ſtale, they ſometimes grow very 
ſtrong, and if held to your Noſe they will be 
ſtill more offenſive : How to get out of the 
Smell of this Objection is the Difficulty. To 


ſay, that it has been anſwered an hundred 


Times, is only telling a ale Lye. It is plain 
to me, Sir, that you cannot anſwer it now; 
and I am afraid your Apology will appear to 
the Reader no better than Nonſenſe. For 
your Words are, Verſe 10. * by juſtifying 
« Faith, we mean, a Divine Evidence or Con- 
| s, 


| Dr. Free's Notes. . 1 5 
« viction, that Chriſt loved me, and gave 
« Himſelf for me. Now for the Conſe- 
quence - Ergo— The Merbodiſis do not ex- 
« plain the Word Faith, as it ſtands in ſome 
1 Y St. Paul's Writings, ſo as to make the 
« Doctrine of St. Paul a direct and flat Con- 
. © tradiction to that of St._Fames,”——ls this 
what you call Connexion ?. E] 

III tell you one Thing, Sir, Silver and Gold 
1 have none, for that as well as the Braſs gene- 
rally goes to the Shops of the METnopisTs, 
but ſuch as I have, I will give unto you; there- 
fore, I ſay, if you can make this lame Argu- 
ment walk, and bring it to the Growth of a 
regular Syllogiſm, I don't know but I may ho- 
nour you with another Dedication. Et eris 
mibi magnus Apollo. 1 

But beſide the Fault in the Argument, Sir, 
here is a Vbim or Conceit in the Phraſe, which 
muſt not paſs without Notice. For if one 
were to be inquiſitive about Chapter and Verſe, 
pray, Sir, in which of St. Paul's Writings, is 
it expreſsly ſaid, that Jeſus Chriſi died in par- 
ticular for Mr. John Weſley ? Don't you fee, 
that there is ſomething mighty odd in the 
wording of this Paſſage ? For by the Phraſe it 
amounts to this; St. Paul affirms, that a Man 
is juſtified by having a Divine Evidence or 
Conviction, that Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for 
Mr. Tohn Weſley /—Are you then in your 

Senſes? Or do you think, that other People 
have loſt theirs, that you can venture to talk 
ſuch Stuff to them as this ? 
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T0 | Dr. Free's Nor Es. 

From what Moravian have you borrowed 
theſe Singularities? 1 have heard indeed, (I 
don't ſay, I know it to be true) that you have 
extracted near 14 Volumes all Quinteſſences, to 
be ſure, from the Fanaticiſm of the Germans, 
the Engliſh, and other Nations. For all Na- 
tions and Religions have their Fanatichs. 


And thus, you dim your E yes, and fluff your Head, 
With all ſuch Reading, as was never read? Pope. 


Mr. Weſley's Letter. 


Bat St. James declares, Faith without Works is 

&« dead. Therefore it is clearly St. Zames's Meaning, that 
c a Faith which is without Virtue and Morality, cannot 
% produce Salvation. Yet the Methodiſts ſo explain St. 
&« Paul as to affirm that Faith without Virtue or Morality 
cc will produce Salvation.” Where? In which of their 
Writings? This needs ſome Proof : I abſolutely deny the 


Fact. 

12. So that all which follows i is mere Flouriſh, and falls 
to the Ground at once: And all that you aver of . * 
< open and ſcandalous Oppoſition to the 20th Article,” 
no better than an open and ſcandalous Slander. 


. Dr. Free's Note. 

As you are pleaſed to call my Argument in 
this Place a Flouriſh, I muſt reply, Sir, that 
it is but a ſhort Flouriſh on your Side. For I 

refer the Reader to the Preface and Appendix 
of my Sermon preached at OxroRD, where to 
the Misfortune of your Cauſe, he will find this 
open and ſcandalous Slander, as You term it, 
ſupported by a Cloud of Witneſſes, and Facts too 
ſtubborn to yield to any flimſy LIE. 


Mr. 


6. 


3 . E 
Cox TEN Ts. Mr. Weſley continues to produce from Dr. 
Free's Pamphlet to the Salters ſome mangled and di j ointed 
Quotations, relating to the Doctrines of the Methodiſts, 
of which Doctrines, as he pretends, he never heard before; 
er at leaſt does not remember them, and therefore defires 
his Opponent to refreſh his Memory. | 
1. Y7 OUR ſecond Aſſertion is this, „the * Methodiſt, 
& for the Perdition of the Souls of his Followers, 
cc openly gives our Saviour the Lie, loads the Scripture' 
cc with Falſhood and Contradiftion: (And pray what 
& could a Mahomedan, or Infidel, or the Devil himſelf do 
c more.) Yea, openly blaſpheme the Name of Chriſt, 
c by ſaying, That the Works of Men are of no Conſide- 
cc ration at all; that God makes no Diſtinction between 
“ Virtue and Vice, that he does not hate Vice or love 
ce Virtue. What Blaſphemy then and Impiety are thoſe 
„„ Wretches guilty of, who in their diabolical Phrenzy, 
cc dare to contradict our Saviour's Authority, and that in 
& ſuch an eſſential Article of Religion ?” : 


CHAF.. IE 

Dr. Free's Note. 

HIS firſt Verſe, as likewiſe the greateſt 
Part of - this Chapter, being made up of 
Extracts from my firſt Pamphlet to the Com- 
pany of Salters thrown together in a very irre- 
gular Manner, the Reader is deſired to peruſe 
them as they ſtand in their proper Places, in 
Order to form a juſt Notion of their Exteni 
and Meaning. And for the Evidence, which 
Mr. Weſley ſo often calls for to ſupport theſe 
Paſlages, I refer the Reader, once for —y 
Ss e vl. — 
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the Preface of my SERMON, and to the Appen- | 
dix containing the Blaſphemzes and Deluſions of 
the Methodi/ts, particularly NUMBER V. and 
to what I have farther to ſay in my Notes up- 


on Mr. Weſly's ſecond Letter, which Notes 


are juſt now publiſhed, under the Title r a 
perpetual Comment. 


Mr. Weſley” s Letter.” 
2.5 Hers alſo the Methodiſts plead not guilty, and re- 


- quire you to produce your Evidence: To ſhew in which 


of their Writings they affirm, That GOD * will not re- 


- «© ward every Man according to his Works; that He 


& makes no Diſtinction between Virtue and Vike « that 
«© He does not hate Vice or love Virtue.” Theſe are Po- 
ſitions which they never remember to have advanced. I 
your can, refreſh their Memory. 


Dr. Free's Nate. 
1 cannot ſay whether it has been any Re- 


* 


JFreſbment or not: But I believe by this Time 


you feel that I have rubbed up your Memory, 
upon this Subject, in the Preface and Appen- 


dix to my Sermon. Number V. And! in my 


Edition of your ſecond Letter. 


Mr. Weſley's Later. 


3 You aſſert, Third] y, the Methodiſts, by theſe Pofi- 
tions, deſtroy the eſſential Attributes of Gon, and ruin 
« his Character as Judge of the World.“ Very true—— 
if they held theſe Poſitions. | 

4. But here lies the Miſtake. They hold no ſuch Poſi- 
tions. They never did. They deteſt and abhor them. 
In arguing therefore on this Suppoſition, you are again 
beating the Air. 

Dr: 


Sir, you muſt AIR be miſtaken here. 
For inſtead of beating the Air, I think, that I 
am beating the Methodiſts. But perhaps you 
mean by this, that you Prophets are become 
 'Winp, and the Word of the Lord is not in you ; 
if ſo, indeed, I may be AD the Air, in 
heating the Methods its. | 


Mr. Weſley's Letter. 


5. Lou aſſert, Fourthly, The Methodiſtdec teach and 


ce propagate * downright Atheiſm (a capital Crime; and 
« Atheiſts in ſome Countries have been put to Death 4} 
„„ Hereby they make Room for all Manner of Vice and 
4c Villainy, by which Means the Bands of Society are 
„ diffolved. And therefore this Attempt muſt be conſi-, 
6c dered as a Sort of Treaſon by Magiftr ates.” 


6. Again we deny the whole Charge, and call for | 


Prodf : 


7. And, bleſſed be Gov, ſo do the Magiſtrates in 
Great-Britain. 


8. Bold, vehement Aſſeverations will not paſs upon them 
for legal Evidences. 


9. Nor indeed on any reaſonable Man. 


10. They can rr qv between arguing and calling 
Names. 


11. The former Wen a Gen and a Chriſtian: 
But what is he, who can be guilty of the latter ? 


Dr. Free's Note. 


Vou may deny as you will, Sir, and as you 
think: conſiſtent with your Credit: But the 
Cbarge is ſupported by Fact, and ſuch Proof 
has been given of it, · as none but thoſe, who 
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have loſt all Senſe of Shame, as well as Under- 
ſtanding can offer to deny. 
The Reader may ſee by the 7 eee pro- 
duced in the Preface and Appendix to my SER- 
Mod, what Afurance I have from their own 
Writings, that the People who paſs under the 
' Denomination of METHopIsTs, nay, who call 
themſelves METRmoDIsTs, have maintained ſuch 
Propoſitions as theſe, vig. 
« That Men are (abſolutely and finally ) 
ce juſtified without the Deeds of any Law 
“ whatever, either natural, ceremonial or 
moral; to the utter Excluſion of all good 
Works. | 
+. © That there is no 88 betwixt 
; te the moſt fervent Devotee and the greateſt 
“ Ringleader in Prophaneneſs, &c. 
hat he, who attempts 0 do any Thing | 
t eaſy or difficult, under the Notion of an 
Act of believing, or any other Act, in 
* Order to his Acceptance to God, only heaps | 
* up more Wrath againſt himſelf.” — 5 
Such Pernicious PRINCIPLES, I ſaid, tended 
to deſtroy our Notions of the eſſential Attri- 
butes of God, and ruin his Character, as Judge 
of the World. And in the Articles to the 
Salters, Page 9. in ſupport of my Aſſertion, 1 
argued thus; 
« Fir/t, If there be no Diftin&ion between 
© human Actions, or a D:/#:n&10n of no Con- 
« fideration, then there can be no ſuch Thing 
| % as Good, or Evil: And conſequently no 
10 * *© Room for a future Judgment at all. For 
1 where there 1 is no Law broken, there is no 
$308 265 Be Harm | 
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Dr. Free 8 Notes: 21 


* Harm done; and therefore no Call for 
e Judgment. 
But Secondly, If is be 4 real D 
« tion between Good and Evil; then to ſay 
ec that God does not regard it, or take it into 
* Confideration, but rewards or puniſhes at 
c random, is making him ſo fooliſh as not to 
_ « diſtinguiſh Vice from Virtue; or ſo · unjuſt 
< as to prefer Vice before it ; which Defi- 
ce ciency would render him quite unfit to be | 
<« the Judge of the World. | 
In the firſt Place therefore, according to 
ce this Doctrine, we are to have no Judgment 
'« of the World at all. 
In the next Caſe—God is repreſented as 
% unfit to be that Fudge. 
Now if this be not downright Atheifm, 
J would be glad to know what it is.“ 
Theſe are the Proofs, Sir, which I ſubmit 
to the Examination of any Man alive, who 
enjoys the Uſe of his Under/tanding. If you 
can call ſuch plain Teſtimonies and fair Reajon- 
ings only, © bold and vehement A/everations,” 
Men of common Senſe will doubt your Honeſty ; 
and the learned will be apt to apply to you and 
your Tribe the Reflection of the Roman Orator, 
Ticet concurrant omnes plebeii [ concionatores] 
non modo nibil unquam tam eleganter explicabunt, 
ſed ne hoc guidem ipſum quam ſubtiliter concluſum 
fit, intellegent, Allow this then to be Aryu- 
ing, Sir, to ſave your own Credit as a Scholar, 
and to be conſiſtent with the Conceſſion 
Which you made IV. 3: ] but a little before. 
| That 


* 


22 Dr. Free's Norxs. | ; 
That i the Methoarfts held ſuch Pofitions, 
they would thereby deſtroy the effential 
« Attributes of Gop, and ruin his —— 

“ as Judge of the World.” - 

Ihis Charge againſt the People of your De- 
nomination being thus ſupported by Fact: It is 
no Matter to the Publick, whether from a- 
mong the Merbodiſis, you are one of the iden- 
tical Perſons concerned, or not. It may be 
ſome Advantage indeed to you to ſcape a 
Scowering, but in the mean Time the ſame 
Hurt is done to the Community, whether it be 
done by Mr. WzsLEY's Gang, or be done by 
Mr. 22 And I would adviſe you, if you 
would avoid all Suſpicion of evil Communica- 
rion and Correſpondence with ſuch Sort of 
People, to ſpeak no longer in their Defence. 
For it is apparent that under the Name of Me- 
thodifts, ſuch Perſons and ſuch Opinions do ac- 
tually exiſt. And as I faid to the worſhipful 
Company of Salers, I ſay once more to you, 
% Atheiſm has been deemed a capital Crime, 
% and Atheiſts in ſome Countries have been 
put to Death, as Perſons very dangerous to 
«© State, at leaſt in the Opinion of thoſe, 
Who govern it. 

« For that all wiſe Laugivers nnd good 
© Magiſtrates, beſide that they reſent the 
* Diſhonour done to God, conſider the Pro- 
«© pagation of Atheiſm as an Attempt to de- 
'* ſtroy their own Commenwealth, Becauſe by 
releaſing Men from their natural Fears of a 
<« Deity, it diſcharges them from all moral 
„Obligation; makes Room for all A 0 
cc 0 
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te of Vice and Villainy; by which Means the 
10 Bands of Society are diſſolved, the Commu- 
« pity is forced to ſeparate; and the Ma 810 
t trates themſelves, when all Government is 
« overturned, can in that Character ſubſiſt no 
ce longer. 

« Fou ſee then, that this Attempt muſt be 
conſidered as a Sort of Treaſon by (wile) 
Magiſtrates ; becauſe it is an Attack upon 
themſelves: by ruining their Subjects it 
takes away their very Office; there being, 
as I obſerved, no Place for Governors in a 
Society quite diſſolute and abandoned. 

« This then is the Conſequence of deſtroy- 
ing the Morals of a State, by the Introduc- 
tion of direct Atheiſm : And therefore to 
** ſecure the Morals of their People, Magi- 
« ſtrates make Uſe of that Inſtrument, which 
wecall Religion, as being in their Opinion, 
what will contribute moſt to harmonize 
and regulate Society, and produce Effects 
quite oppoſite to thoſe, which ay dread 
e from Atheiſm. 
But if any Form of RELIGION from 
« Morality, it can be no Inſtrument for their 
« Purpoſe, becauſe it does the Work of Athe- 
« iſm. And therefore they muſt be as much 
ce alarmed at the Introduction of ſuch a Reli- 
<« gion, as at the Introduction of Atheiſm; and 
e look upon it in the ſame Light, as it is at- 
e tended with the ſame Conſequence.” 

Now the Form of RELIGIN introduced by 

the Methodi/ts is ſuch, as thus diſcourages Mo- 
rality, and t to be conſiſtent with their Profeſ- 


ſion, 


Ih 24 Dr. Free's NorEs. 
ſion, their Teachers often call the Divines of 

g the Chuxcz of England, by Way of Derifion, 
' _ MoxrarisTs: Yet Mr. Weſley repreſents our 
1:0 Magiſtrates themſelves as well affected to 
| this Sort of People. 

What I have to obſerve upon this Repre- 
ſentation is, fr/t, that I cannot believe it to be 
true: and ſecondly, that if it be true, and any 
of our Magiſtrates are no better principled than 
1s here repreſented, that then they are by no 
Means wiſe or good Magiſtrates, and conſe- 
quently not fit to hold or diſcharge any Office 
of Importance in this Country. 

As to the Repreſentation, therefore; not- 
withſtanding, that Mr. Węſiey uſes the Term 
MAGISTRATES as univerſal, or at leaſt unlimi- 
ted, yet probably he may be able to ſpecify no 
more than the Sheriff of Bedford, who ap- 
pointed him to preach the Aſiae Sermon: Or 


[| the London Sugar-baker, who, according to 
1 the News-Papers, publickly nominated Mr. 
16 Jones the Impoſtor, for his Chaplain. 5 
| 0 If this Officer was guilty of ſuch an Inſult 
| | { upon the Church of England, to which he 
Pu pretended occaſionally to conform, I do not 
14 doubt, but that he will be properly noted by 
10 his Fellow- Citizens, as a Perſon not very fit to 
10 hold or diſcharge the Truſt to which he has 
i 1 been promoted. For had this Man been ac- 
== quainted with any Thing beſide his Sugar 
3} 1 [ Pans, or formed the leaſt Idea of the Office, he 
110 pretends to ſerve, he muſt have been ſenſible, 
$3738 that it frequently belongs to the Buſineſs of an 
j | Engliſh SHERIFF to be preſent at the — 
14 0 
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of the Laus againſt notorious Criminals, For 
Inſtance, Cheats and Impo/tors by the Laws of 
England are reckoned notorious Criminals. I 
think Bracton calls a Traitor Seductor, and had 
Mr. Jones been formally convicted as a Cheat 
and Impoſtor, and ordered by the Court to 
have been led down Cheapſide by the Sherrff ＋ 
LoNpox, to the Royal Exchange, with the“ 
Letter from the Manſions above pinned to his 
Back and Breaſt, and there to have ſuffered 
the Penalties, which the Laws inflict ; why 
the Sherif/ would have found it his Duty to 
have attended his Chaplain upon this Occaſion. 
By which the World would have been apt to 
conclude, that either through Ignorance he 
knew not how to conduct himſelf in the Office 
to which he was promoted, or elſe that he 
Res uſe of his Authority to countenance De- 

eit in Breach of his Oath, as being in Breach 
of the Laws of England. 

For Deceit, which is defined by the Law- 
yers, to be a ſubtle Trick and Device where- 
unto you may draw all Manner of Craft and 
Collufton ; and againſt which there is a Writ 
called Breve Deceptione is an Offence both at 
common and ſtatute Law. It is generally pu- 
niſhed by Whipping, or the Pillory. 

Religious DEI, or DREI by Prophecy 
hath other Penalties. „For if any Perſon 
e ſhall adviſedly and directly advance, publiſh, 
« and ſet forth by Writing, Printing, Singing, 
* or any other open Speech or Deed, any fond 
e fantaſtical, or falſe Prophecy, thereby to 

D © make 


. See it in the Appendix to Dr. Free's Sermon. 
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res der | 
make any Diſſention, or other Diſturbances 
* in the Realm, he ſhall for the firſt Offence 
* be impriſoned for a Year, and forfeit ten 
„ Pounds; and for the ſecond Offence be im- 
e priſoned for Life, and forſeit his Goods; 
„half the Forfeitures to the KiNG, and half 
eto him, who ſhall ſue for them in any Court 
eee 's Elz. e.. 

Theſe being the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
this Kingdom, one would aſk this Sher:f, how 
he could conſiſtently with his Oath, make 
choice of ſuch a pullick Pxc RIVER for his 
CHAPLAIN? For a Clauſe of the Oath is.— 
e Twill tru'y and diligentiy execute the good Laws 
ct and Statutes of his Reulm, and in all Things 
« ell and truly behave myſe If i in my Office, for 
« the Honour of the KING, and the Good of 
ce his SUBJECTS, and diſcharge the ſame accord- 
ing tothe beſt of my Skill and Power: So help 
* me God... 3. Gee..c. 15 eo, 13G - 

If theſe-be the Laws, this the Oath to ob- 
el thoſe Laws, and this the Conduct of the 
Magi/irate, who took it: We have Reaſon to 
apprehend, what would be the Fate of this 
KING DoOM; were the Magr/irates, as Mr. 
Meſley repreſents, all fo well diſpoſed to fa- 
vour the Methog!/!'s, | 
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CHAP. IV. 


ConTenrs. Mr. Weley ſuppoſes an Infallibulity in the 
_ Church of England [ike that of the Church cf Rome; 
talks of the Articles as a Rule of Faith preferable to the 
Holy Scriptures; makes no Difference. between fundamen- 
tal Articles and diſputable Points of Faith. Accuſes Dr. 
Free of writing againſt the Articles, but cannot jhew the 
Place; domineers like a Pæœdagogue, till he is quite out of 
Breath, but recovering himſelf to ſay ſomething of Arabia 
and Japan, is ſeized. with a Fit of Meetneſs, utieritig 
p ee his laſt Words Fairneſs, Candor, Chritt, 


OV aftert, Laſtly, That any who chuſz a Metho- 

diſt Clergyman for their Lecturer, * put into that 
© Office, which ſhould be held by a Miniſter of the Church 
C of England, an Enemy who undermines not only the 
„ legal Eſtabliſhment of that Church, but t alſo the Foun- 
dation of all Religion.” + ; 

2. Once more we muſt call upon you ſor the Prof: 
The Proof of theſe two Particulars, Firſt, that I, Fehr 
Fefley, am „an Enemy to the Church, and that I under- 
mine not only the legal Eſtabliſhment of the Church ef 
4 England, but alſo the very Foundations of all Religion.” 
Secondly, That “ Mr. /— is an Enemy to the Church, 
and is undermining all Religion, as well as the Eſta- 
& bliſhment.” 

3. Another Word and I have done. Are there 
cc certain Qualifications required of all Lecturers, before 
they are by Law permitted to ſpeak to the People ?' 
And is a Su'ſcription to the "Thirty Nine Articles of Reli. 
gion, one of theſe Qualifications? And is a Perſon who 
does not 44 conform to ſuch Subſeription'ꝰ diſqualified to 
be a Lecturer? Or, who has ever held or publiſhed aby 
Thing contrary to what the Church. of £1g:and main- 
« tains f”? 

4. Then certainly you, Dr. John Free, are not cc. per- 
« mitted by Law to ſpeak to che People. Neither are you 
- < qualified to be a Lecturen in any Church in London or 
England, as by Law e/tabliſhed. For you flatly deny and 
_ openly oppoſe more than One or Two of thoſe Articles. 
Lou do not in 3 wiſe conform to the Subſcription you 
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made, before you was ordain'd either Prieſt or Deacon. 
You both held and publifþ (if you are the Author and Pub- 
liſher of the Tract before me) what is groſly, palpably 
< contrary to what the Church of England maintains,” 
in her Homilies as well as Articles : 

5. Thoſe Homilies to which you have alſo ſubſcribed, 
in ſubſcribing the 36th Article. You have ſubſcribed them, 
Sir: But did you ever read them? _. 

6. Did you ever read ſo much as the Three firſt Homi- 
lies? I beg of you, Sir, to read theſe at leaſt, before you 


' write again about the Doctrine of the Church of England. 


7. And would it not be prudent to read a few of the 


Writings of the Metbodiſis, before you undertake a farther 
Confutation of them? At preſent you know not the Men 


o 


or their Communication. You are as wholly unacquainted 


both with them and their Doctrines, as if you had lived all 
your Days in the Iſlands of Japan, or the Deſerts of Arabia. 
8. You haye given a furious Aſſault to you know not 
whom: And you have done it, you know not why. 
. You have not hurt me thereby ; 
Io, But you have hurt yourſelf: Perhaps in your Cha- 
racter; certainly in your Conſcience. 
11. For this is not doing to others as you would they 


ſhould do unto you. When you grow cool, I truſt you 


will ſee this clearly: And will no more nds 7 in a Manner 


ſo remote from Fairneſs and Candor. 
| Rev. Sir, | 
Yeur Servant for CHRIST'S Sake, 


JOHN WESLEY. 


Dr. Free's Notes upon Chap. IV. of Mr. Weſ- 
ley's Letter. 


1x my Remarks upon this Chapter, I ſhall 
take the Liberty to conſider and diſpatch, 
in the firft Place, a few ſcattering Objections 


at the End of it, relating to my Knowledge of 
the Merbediſts, and Behaviour to Mr. Weſley ; 


that I may abt be interrupted when I come to 


ſpeak upon a more important $ Subject, that is, 


the 
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the different Nature, Deſign and Obligation 
of the different Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Caſe of the Subſcribers to the 
Articles and Homilies. Where beſides the 
Importance of the Subject; the Errors of Mr. 
Welley appear to be more particularly groſs, 
and conſidering, that he is ſuch a Pattern of 
Chriſtian Meekneſs delivered with ſome Degree 
of Arrogance. 

Firſt then, for my Conduct to you Mr. 
Weſley. You tell me that by writing the Pam- 
phlet to the Salters, I have not burt you, tho 
you ſay, that it is not doing to others, as I would 
they ſhould do unto me; As for hurting you in 
particular; the Deſign of that Piece was uni- 
verſal, and calculated as far as you were con- 
cerned, not to hurt, but to convince you: 
Unleſs Conviction gives you Pain; if ſo, you 
muſt be ſubje& to ſome perverſe Paſſions, or 
ſtrong Prejudices. For Diſpaſſionate REAs0N, 
clear of theſe Incumbrances, finds a Pleaſure 
in Conviction, as it defires always to be in- 
formed. _ | | 
And for doing, as I would be done by, Pleaſe 
to conſider at the Time you wrote this Letter, 
what Dealings in the literary Way, I had with 
you. Why truly only this Communication; I 
had with all good Manners ſaid, that if either 
you or your Brother had any Exceptions to 
make in the Manner there expreſſed, and as I 
expected, I would reply, &c. as fairly and 


candidly as you could expect from a Man dif- 


fering in Opinion from yourſelves. Now then, 
Sir, if you put the Queſtion, whether I ſhould 
take 
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take Offence at ſuch a civil Challenge? I declare 
upon my Honour, that I ſhould not. I have 
therefore thus far done by you, as I would be 
done by. 

And bunter than this. I made no — 2 
Addreſs to you in your own Perſon, nor con- 
cerned myſelf any farther with your Writings 
in particular, than juſt tranſcribing a Paſſage 
from Biſhop Gibſon's Paſtoral Letter, which 
contained, it ſeems, an Extract from one of 
'your Journals. This alſo I believe no Man, 
beſide yourſelf, would ever have conſidered 
as an Offence, at leaſt I ſhould not; . unleſs 
there had been ſome Interpolation or baſe Omi ſ- 
fron, which had perfectly altered the Senſe, a 
Circumſtance, which no doubt you would have 
complained of, if I had afforded you any 
Cauſe. But you had no Cauſe for ſuch Com- *© 
plaint, and might have been uſed with the 
ſame Tenderneſs throughout, if you had not 
forfeited my Eſteem by-quibbling with Teſti- 
monies which you cannot deny, and you ſig- 
nal Diſhoneſty in Miſquotation. 

Ignſtances of which I ſhall produce to your 
Shame, when I come to examine your ſecond 
Letter: Falſhood and Hypocriſy, Sir, have no 
Title to Civility from me. For in my Opinion, 
that Man countenances Iniquity, Who is Civil 
to it. 

You tell the World, Sir, „ That I have 
<« given a furious Aſſault, to 1 know not whom: 
And 1 have done it, I know not Why. — 
Sir I attacked the Methodiſts, becauſe, Peo- 

ple, who paſs under that Denomination, pro- 

pagate 
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pagate a dangerous Sort of Atheiſm, and talk 
Blaſphemy : This was the Reaſon war, and 1 
think, a ſubſtantial Reaſon : And for the Per- 

ſons whom, I could not be ſo much a Stranger 
to them, as you repreſent, fince I have pro- 
duced the Writings of ſome, and both the 
Names and Writings of others. 

Muſt it not then appear even to yourſelf, a 
ſtrange Flight and Abſurdity, to tell the Pub- 
lick, that I know no more of the Methodiſts, 
and their Communication, than the Inhabitants 
of Arabia and Japan? When you cannot but 
remember, that I have often had Opportuni- 
ties of hearing your Opinions from your own 
Mouths. As your Brother was of the ſame 1 
College with myſelf; and you, of the ſame -. ] 

: niverity. And when your younger Apoſtle | 
| WHITFIELD obtained (I ſuppoſe upon a Pro- 9 
miſe of better Behaviour) Prieſt's Orders at | 
Oxford, from the Biſhop of Glouceſter ; being J 

of the Pre/bytery of the Cathedral, I was obliged 
to lay my Hand upon his Head, and yet you 

tell me that I know neither the Men nor their 
Communication. | 1 

But, I think for this Sally, you have re- 
ceived a ſufficient Check, from a Pamphlet 
entitled, Conſiderations on ſome Modern Doctrines 
and Teachers ; of which, fince you take no 
Notice of it in your ſecond Letter, I will give 
you a Specimen here. 

* This, ſays the Author, “ is a tip-top cant 
Page 12, &c. of the Pamphlet entitled ConsIDERATIONS 
ou ſome Moderu De&rines and Teachers, humbly addreſſed to the | 
worthy Inhabitants of St. Alban, Wood-flreet, and St. Olave, | 
Sitver-fireet, &c. By C. Grange, an Inhabitant, Wc. '| 
| K | 
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« Expreſſion of the Methodiſts, and I have 
* heard it made uſe of by the Brethren, when 
| © anyattempted to interpret Scripture contrary 
| ce to their Liking—lI ſpeak thus freely, becauſe 
| ce the Doctrines thus charged upon the Mezbo- 
! « difts, are falſe Doctrines ;---Mr. Weſley him- 
| ce ſelf; continues he, proves thoſe Doctrines 
* to be falſe, by his ſo ſtrenuouſly contending, 
* and affirming the Methodiſis do not teach 
ce them.”---This Gentleman however teſtifies 
the contrary.---< For pondering a little upon 
* theſe Things, ſays he, brought to my Re- 
© membrance, that ten or a dozen Years ago, 
« or more Time I believe has elapſed fince, 
*« paſſing near the Borders of the Foundery, 
«© Curiofity led me to ſet my Foot over the 
* Threſhold, when I beheld one of the Lay- 
* Brethren up aloft and ready to exhibit; and 
* I have had ſomething like an Impreſſion up- 
on my Mind ever fince, that his whole Ha- 
e rangue was upon the Excellency of Faith, 
% excluſive of Worꝶs; and that a Hymn, or 
© whatever it might be called, was ſung upon 
© the Occaſion, which had the ſame Tenden- 
cy, two particular Lines of which were 
e ſtill freſh in my Memory.” 5 
© But that I might not accuſe any Perſon 
4 « wrongfully, I borrowed of an Acquain- 
4 * tance one of their Hymn- Books, where I find 
i * the very Words, being the two laſt of theic 
1 « Hymn Z ad, intitled, CHRISTH the Friend of 
il « Sinners. The Words are: 7 
| “ Believe, and all your Sins forgiven ; 
* Only believe, and yours is Heaven. 
| Other 
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ec Other of their Hymns, have the ſame T en- 
e dency; in the 44th, it is ſaid; 


. « Look, and be ſav d by Faith alone.” 


Buy this then it ſhould ſeem, that the Exclu- 
fon of good Works, notwithſtanding the pre- 
ſent Profeſſions to the contrary was once in 
Faſhion at the Foundery itſelf. . 
This being ſo univerſally the Caſe, Sir, it 
is no Wonder I ſhould affirm of the Method, ſts 
in general, that their whole Miniſtry was an 
open and avowed Oppoſition to the 2oth Arti- 
cle of the Church of England. For thoſe who 
8 the Doctrine of Salvation without good 
orks, muſt father it upon ſome Parts of 
Scripture. Becauſe natural Religion has no 
ſuch Abſurdities. But if they father it upon 
Scripture, they make ſome Parts of Scripture 
contradict the Reſt, which is charging Scrip- 
ture with Falſhood. For what is Contradic- 
tion cannot be true, 
I then aſſert for this Reaſon, PR for others 
which have been mentioned, Sir, that thoſe 
who chuſe a Clergyman for their Lecturer, 
Prieſt, or Parſon, who ſhall be the Author, 
Retailer, or Publiſher of ſuch Doctrine, either 
by Printing, Preaching or Singing, put into 
e that Office, which ſhould be held by a Mi- 
<« niſter of the Church of England, an oe 
© who undermines not only the /ega/Eſtablich- 
© ment, butalſothe Fqundation of all Religion.“ 
And if either you, or your Friend Mr. / —, 
have openly vilified and ſet at naught Morality, 
and ſuch Acts of Pzetyas publick n you 
| E =. 
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in ſuch Hymns as have been juſt now atteſted 
to be ſung at your Foundery, and each, or either 
of you, in your Writings or Sermons, why 
then, Sir, as you aſk me the Queſtion, you are 
ſo far, both includedin the ſame Condemnation. 
Such, Sir, are the Conſequences of oppoſ- 
ing a fundamental Article of the Church of 
England, which was eſtabliſhed with a View 
to ſecure the holy Scriptures from the Reproach 
of being a Syſtem of oppoſite Doctrines, and 
Contradictions. Queſtions reſpecting diſputa- 
ble Points not very clear, and therefore not 
very eſſential to Salvation, ſhould never be 
dravyn into Articles of Faith, or made to re- 
quire the abſolute unconditional Aſſent of all 
Men. If in Times of publick Hurry and Con- 
fuſion, or to favour any particular Party, or 
through the mere Ignorance of the Compilers 
ſuch Articles have crept into a Syſtem, and 
for the Sake of Peace have been ſuffered to 
remain, I do not find, that by Men of Senſe, 
they have been conſidered as any better than 
temporary Inſtitutions, which may be neglect- 
ed, oppoſed, or even expunged, if carried be- 
yond their due Meaning, and made the Cauſe 
of Diſturbance. IN 
The Writers of the * Weekly Miſcellany, in 
which Paper, the Father of a certain Perſon 
was ſuppoſed to be concerned, repreſent it as 
the Opinion of Chillingworth, Laud, Sheldon, 
Stilling fleet, that there was a wide Difference 
between the Obligation of ſome of the Articles 
ef the Church of England above others, that 


® Weekly Miſcellany, vol. 2. Page 83. | 1 
| they 
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they are not all of them Articles of Farrn 
fundamentally neceſſary to Salvation: This al- 
lows a Liberty of Interpretation to Men ap- 
proved of, and licenſed by the Governors of 
the Church, as capable of being entruſted with 
that Liberty: And they do Religion a Service 
if by their Learning they are enabled to uſe it, 


in ſuch a proper Manner, as to reconcile its 
Difficulties. 


And now, Sir, after this Preface, which I 
hope may tend to your Information and Refor- 
mation ; what have you to ſay about Dr. Free's 
Preaching againſt the Articles? Does he preach 
againſt the fundamental Articles? as has been 
charged upon you and your Aſſociate Mr, Y—. 
If he has K deſerves the ſame Treatment, and 
will ſtand or fall by his own Laws. Does he 
preach againſt any Articles? You do not give 
any Inſtance where, Till you can find the 
Place, therefore I reply to you in the Words 
of St. Bernard, for the Honour of God, and 
in my own Defence. — Mb: pro minimo ht, ut 
ab illis judicer, qui dicunt bonum malum, & ma- 
lum bonum, ponentes lucem tenebras, & tenebras 
lucem, libens excipio in me detrabentium linguas 
maledicas, & venenata ſpicula n ut 
ad ipſum non per veniant. 

But it ſeems I muſt ſtop here to ſay my Ca- 
techiſm. For ſpeaking of the Homies, in fu- 
rious Zeal, you aſk me—You have ſubſcribed 
them, Sir, but did you ever read them? —I 
believe, I might—but now you talk of read- 
in 385 ſatis debacchatus es, Leno, — Did you 
never read the Story of the Caliph, who, when 


E 2 the 
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the Sarazens had got Poſſeſſion of Alexandria, 
was ſollicited by ſome of his Officers, at the 
earneſt Entreaties of the Townſmen, to ſpare 
their antient Boaſt and Glory, the Pfolomean 
Library, the nobleſt in the World: To which 
the Muſſelman replied, that the Books in the 
Library either contained the ſame Matters-as 
the Alcoran, or they] did not. —If they con- 
tained juſt the ſame things as the Alcoran, 


they were uſeleſs ; but if oppoſite, they ought 


by no Means to be preſerved ; which lat- 
ter Article, not being very clear, it was the 
World's Misfortune, that they ſhould be 
burnt.— Now not to make a Compariſon 
between the Worth of the Pfolomæan Library 
and our Articles and Homilies, the Inference I 
would draw from the Hiſtory, is this, that as 
a Chriſtian, 1 ought to be allowed to think as 
highly of the Bible, as this Turk did of the 
Alcoran; and therefore by Parity of Reaſon, I 
ſay, that the Articles and Homilies, either con- 
tain the ſame Things as the Scriptures, or they 
do not: If they contain the ſame Things as 
the Scriptures, then I have them in the Scrip- 
tures.---But if they contain Things different 
from, that is, oppoſite to the Scriptures ; then 


they may be neglected at leaſt, if they ought 


not t be burnt.---But, Sir, as you have here 
clapped your Wings and crowed ſo much, I 
muſt not diſmiſs you yet, till I have made you 
a little more ſenſible, that there was o room 


for Triumph. You tell me in your ſecond Let- 


ter, that you once thought of the Articles, &c.. as I 


do now, but ſay with a retreating Sneer, © that 


c {ome 
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te ſome of you were perverted by reading the 
e Homilies, after your Return from Georgia.“ 
Pray, Sir, how was it that you came to con- 
ceive one Way of the Docſrines or Articles of 
the Church of ENGLAND before you went to 
_ Georgia, and another Way afterwards. I ſup- 
poſe from a Child you have known the holy 
Scriptures, Iam clear, that when you became 
a Man, you was obliged to ſtudy them; in 
Conſequence then, I gather that you firſt in- 
terpreted the Articles by the Scriptures, they 
being your Guides before the Homilies; but 
afterwards, when you changed your Opinion, 
that Change was owing, it ſeems, to the Ho- 
miles ; fo then the Homilies taught you to un- 
derſtand the Articles one Way, and the Scrip- 
tures taught you another. But, Sir, can you 
with any Face, as a Proteſtant, ſet one of theſe 
Guides in Competition with the other ? Do you 
think that the Homilies are more inſallible than 
the Scriptures. If this be your Meaning, the 
PROTESTANTS in England and in Ireland will 
be a little alarmed at ſuch popiſh Notions ; tho? 
you may delude them in other Shapes: Are 
not you aware, Sir, that its Pretences to Inſal- 
libility make one grand Objef1on of the Pro- 
teſlants to the Church of Rome ? How could 
you imagine then, that the Homilies of a Pro- 
zeſtant Church ſuppoſed by its own * Synod, or 
Convocation to be a fallible Church, ſhould be 
_ eſteemed as a Rule of FAITH preferably to the 
holy Scriptures, from whence they profeſs to 
derive all their Authority ? 


* See Articles of Religion the 6, 19, 20. 


We 
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Me are not required by the Compilers of the 
Articles, to entertain an higher Opinion of 
them or their Authority than they entertained 
themſelves: Pleaſe to conſider then, as their 
621 Words expreſs it, what was the Eſtimation: 
or Value, which they ſet upon ſuch Compo- 
fitions or Conventions as theſe. 
They tell you, that particular Churches 
* haderred, and might err hereafter, and con- 
« ſequently that the Church of England being 
* one of thoſe particular Churches might err 
as well as the reſt.” 
« That the fundamental Maxims, which 
we are to adhere to upon a Suſpicion of the 
Churches Error, and which were to deter- 
* mine the Meaſure of our Aſſent were firſt, 
e that the Church may not ordain any thing 
e that is contrary to God's Word written : In 
« the next Place, that it ſo explain each Part 
of Scripture, as to keep the Whole conſiſ- 
« tent with itſelf.” mw | 

Theſe are the Conditions on which we ſub- 
{cribe to the Articles, and when, and where the 
Condition is made void, the Obligation ceaſes. 

I have given you here, Sir, the true Spirit 
of Proteſtantiſm, the only vital Spirit, which 
in all wiſe Men, and in all wife Effabh/hments 
however they may differ in Mops of Faith 
and Worſhip, is ſtill invariable and the ſame. 
One might produce to this dh oe the Opi- 
nions of ſeveral of the ableſt Divines abroad, 
but I ſhall content myſelf with that of the in- 
genious and judicious OSTERVALD, ſome time 
Miniſter of Neuffchatel in SWITZERLAND. 
1 | « Cecy 


cc 


ec 
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e Cecy merite deſire examine, mais avec Atten- 


e tion, & ſans Prejuge. Icy, il faut ſe defaire 
« de Peſprit de parti, & reconnoiſtre de bonne 
ce foy les defauts ou il y en d. Autrement, fi 
* ; Fr demeure dans la Prevention en faveur 
©& de la Socrete dont il eff Membre, on ne reme- 
te diera jamais d rien. Car, ſuppoſe qu'il y ait 

« des defauts,—ne ſera ce pas le moyen de cano- 
ce i ſer les abus? -L'eſtat de L'EGLISE. 

Thus much, Sir, of the AurHORITY of 
the Articles, which gave a Sanction to the Ho- 
milies. You may ſee (and not only You, ſed 
omnes, quot quot eſtis, cujuſcungue Ordinis, Sacri- 
ficuli minores) from the Account, that our 

Reformers give of themſelves, that the Sub/crip- 
tion they require is not implicit, blind, and ab- 
ſolute, but in the Nature of the Thing a oondi- 
tional SUBSCRIPTION, that it ſuppoſes an Op1- 
nion in the Perſon ſabſcribing, that the Mx, 
who then preſided in the Church, and may 
Preſide, are fallible, and may err; and that you 
aſſent to the Doctrines of this fallible Church, 
ſo far and no farther, than as they ſhall appear 
to be conſiſtent with themſelves, and conſiſtent 
with the holy ScRip Tux ESG. 

In this Senſe I ſubſcribed to the Articles 
myſelf; and I find the reſt of my Brethren, 
with whom I can converſe freely, in the ſame 
Sentiments. | | 
This being the State of the Caſe, Sir, the 
Miniſters of the Church of England, who, at 
this Day are many of them much better Scho- 
lars, and much greater Maſters, both of Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, than ſome of our Reformers 


were, 
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Were, have a Right to ſcan the Merit of their 


Compoſitions, eſpecially in. diſputabls Matters, 
where their Skill might reaſonably be called 
in Queſtion ; But no Minter has a Right to 
preach againſt thoſe Articles,” which eſtabliſh 
the Being, and Attributes of God. Becauſe 


this 1s doing the Work of Atheiſm. There- 


fore, I ſay it again, and I ſay it aloud, that if 
there be any Government in England, ſuch Peo- 
ple will be for ever excluded from any publick 
Function. 


Theſe are Points, Sir, which if you had 


joined to an honeſt Heart, the Learning of a 


Divine, and the Sagacity of a conſiderate Man, 


you might have determined many Years ago 


in your own Breaſt ; had not the Itch of Fame 
and Popularity, the romantick Project of be- 
ing the Founder of a Sect, and the opening 
Proſpects of Advantage and Succeſs, prompted - 
you firſt to go a madding Yourſelf, and where- 
ever you found People, that were like-minded, *' 
to ſeduce them to take the ſame wild Courſes 
after you. 

I have lent you the Clue to regain the Paths 
of Truth and Soberneſs, if you pleaſe: But if 
you do not chooſe to make uſe of it, as you 
are gone out from us, I may probably leave 
you to exjoy your Errors; after giving you ano- 
ther Round of Animadverſions, which you will 
find ſticking in the Sides of your ſecond LET- 
TER. 


The E N D. 


